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QBS Mission Statement
To instruct, encourage, and develop the art of quilting;
to share techniques, ideas, and experiences;
and to extend friendship.

December 7, 2017 ~ 7:00 p.m.
St. Philomena School
Student Activities Center
324 Corys Lane
Portsmouth, RI
(Handicapped accessible)

Board Members

President: Gail Palazzolo
Vice President: Susan Rood
Secretary: Veronica Mays
Treasurer: Sue Bates

Newsletter Editor
Catherine Hawkes

Guild Photographer
Susan Rood

Committees

Boutique: Marla Rusling and
Leslie Addlem
Community Service: Jennie
Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless
Hospitality: Linda Willoughby
Librarian: Norma Jones
Membership: Carol Garvey
Program: Sarah Sullivan and
Lori Bessette
Quilt Show: Janet Roche and
Kristin Meranda
Strip of the Month: Noreen Kissell
Sunshine: Carol McOsker
Raffle Quilt: TBA

Address

Quilters by the Sea
PO Box 708
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Web Site

http://quiltersbytheseari.com

Follow us on Facebook and
Pinterest: Quilters by the Sea RI

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Hello Everyone,
I have good news since our meeting in early
November! Chris Bagley very generously
offered and the Board unanimously accepted her lovely
quilt, “Peg’s Bear Paw,” to be the Guild’s raffle quilt. The
quilt will be raffled off and the winner drawn at our next
quilt show in the spring of 2019. Stay tuned for more information and photos that will do the quilt justice. The Board
is very grateful for this gift of a quilt, and also for the time
and creative energy liberated for other things.
As I write, it is almost Thanksgiving. If you were delighted
with the Embellished Tote Bag Parade at our last meeting
and want to make one of your own to keep or to give as a
gift this holiday season, I will bring the last 12 tote bags to
the December meeting.
And, if you are thinking even further ahead to the new year
and resolutions, how about one of these?
 Make a resolution to learn something new: attend at least

one of the upcoming excellent workshops planned by Lori
and Sarah. (See Lori’s program descriptions on the next
page.)

 Pick up a kit from the community service table, courtesy

of Jennie Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless. Patterns and
inspiration are available on the Guild’s Pinterest page. Tell
Jennie you would love to come to a community service
sew day! She will take it from there to organize one. Remember, the St. Luke’s Baby Shower for struggling mothers
and families is in March 2018, so baby quilts would be
much appreciated. Other needs are on-going, for projects
big and small.

(Continued on page 3.)
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Quilters by the Sea 2017-18 Calendar
December 7: Holiday Get-Together and Ruler Challenge. Appetizers and desserts
provided by all Guild members (see nexr page). Beverages will be provided by
Hospitality/Programming. Marla Rusling's Ruler Challenge: Use a ruler or tool that
you have never used and create an item that will be judged, based on skill level. Items
can be submitted to the Boutique Table or Community Service, or you can keep them.
(Or make two — one to keep and one as a donation or gift.) And remember to bring the ruler!
January 4: UPDATE ~ Members’ “Non-Quilting” Talents. Barbara Niekirk (Rug Hooking), Sue Bates
(Water Colors), Susan Rood (Chinese Brush Painting), Deb Pereira (Brazilian Embroidery), Marla Rusling
(Card Making), and Lori Bessette (Calligraphy) will each provide a short demonstration to display their
talents. We will then have time to interact with the presenters.
February 2: Pam Weeks of the New England Quilt Museum ~ Antique Quilts and the Stories They Tell
Please remember to bring in your antique quilts.
March 1: Amy Friend and the Improvisational Paper Piecing Trunk Show. Get a preview of Amy’s
work at her website, During Quiet Time (duringquiettime.com).
March 2: Amy Friend Workshop ~ Improvisational Paper Piecing. First workshop of the new
year. This is a Friday workshop at the Portsmouth Public Library from 9:30 to 3:30. Workshop fee
is $40. Please contact Lori Bessette to sign up.
April 5: Shannon Shirley ~ Eclectic Mix Trunk Show. Check out Shannon’s website at
www.onceinarabbitmoon.com.
April 7: Shannon Shirley Workshop ~ Introduction to Free-Motion Quilting. Second workshop of the year. At the Portsmouth Public Library from 9:30 to 3:30. Workshop fee is $45.
Please contact Lori Bessette to sign up.
May 3: Mary Kerr ~ Motherless Quilts Lecture. Check out Mary’s website at ww.marywkerr.com.
June 7: Karen Echmeyer ~ Accidental Landscapes and Happy Villages Trunk Show. Karen’s website is
at www.quilted-lizard.com.
June 8: Karen Eckmeier Workshop at the Portsmouth Public Library. Third workshop of the year.

2018-19:

September 6: Connie Sue Haigle. Connie Sue is a traveling quilter: www.appleblossomquilts.com.
September 8: Connie Sue Haigle Workshop. Fourth workshop of the year.
October 4: Shirley Fischer Trunk Show
October 6: Shirley Fisher Workshop. Fifth workshop of the year.
November 1: Member Talent Demonstrations
December 6: Holiday Party
January 3: Quilt-In
February 7: Member Yard Sale








Appetizer or dessert to share (see next page)
Ruler Challenge project (and ruler!) and entry form (see last page)
Name tag
Strip of the Month (if participating)
Bee Block (if participating)
Show and Tell
Checkbook (if signing up for workshop or purchasing tote bag)
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December Program:

Holiday Party

The Hospitality Committee will provide drinks, which will include water,
coffee, punch, and wine. We appreciate your contribution in the form of
goodies. If your last name begins with:

A - L, please bring a dessert.
M - Z, please bring an appetizer.

TREASURER’S NOTES
Just a reminder, dues and workshop checks can be mailed to the address on the masthead, or bring check or cash to the meeting.
Quilters by the Sea tote bags are still for sale: $12 each at meetings, check or cash. Buy
and embellish to make it truly your own.
Our 5-year CD matures on December 7. The balance will be added to our checking
account. At the January board meeting, we will review our account balances and our
financial needs over the next two years.
Account balances are given at the monthly meetings and recorded in the meeting
minutes.

~ Sue Bates
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued from page 1.)
 Make a Boutique item – it is a chance to try a little something new, without a big commitment

of time, and benefits the Guild with an inventory of items to sell during our quilt show.

At the top of this page are details on the Guild’s December Holiday Party, including what you
should bring. Elsewhere in the newsletter is more information on the “Ruler Challenge” projects
to be presented at this month’s meeting.
Happy Thanksgiving, everyone. I am very grateful for the gift of friendship I have received as a
member of the Guild.
Happy Sewing,

Gail
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Remember, to reward you for your efforts, your
name will be entered into a raffle drawing for
every boutique item you bring to each meeting.
The more items you make, the more chances you
have to win!

(We love them, but, no, please do not donate a baby.)
We’re looking for your lovely hand-made items that babies need:

BIBS
BLANKETS
BURP CLOTHS
BOTTLE HOLDERS
BOOTIES, BINKIES, BONNETS, AND BAGS...

Workshop Teacher Members
If you would like to promote a class you are teaching, please do! Send text suitable for a calendarstyle listing to Catherine for the newsletter, and give Gail a head’s up prior to the monthly meeting
if you would like to make an announcement.

January

“Not Quilting”

Member Demonstrations
In lieu of our usual January meeting, we have planned a “get to know your fellow members”
event. Multiple members have volunteered to demonstrate crafts they practice, other than
quilting:

Calligraphy o Chinese Brush Painting o Water Color Painting
Card Making o Rug Hooking o Brazilian Embroidery
This meeting will be less hurried, less structured, and with time to move from table to table
to watch what other talents your fellow Guild members possess. We will spend the first hour
of the meeting watching, asking questions, talking, and socializing.
This idea grew from a Bristol Sew Day where two members brought “not quilting” things to
work on, and we realized that many of us do things other than quilting. We will follow the
demonstrations with a brief business meeting and Show and Tell, as usual.
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Sunshine and Shadows
If you have any member news that requires a bit of sunshine,
please let me know by either phone or e-mail.
~ Carol McOsker

MEMBERSHIP
As of the November meeting:
Members

99

Member Attendees
New Members
Total Members
Guests
Total Attended

57
2
59
4
63

~ Carol

Strip of the Month
December

Theme: Holiday Fabrics!
Bring TWO strips of cotton fabric 2½” x width of fabric
(selvage to selvage) in the month’s color and/or theme
to the monthly meeting. One lucky winner takes all!

Coming up:

January: White  Snowflakes, snowmen
February: Red Plaid
March: Green  Polka dots
April: Blue  Animal prints
May: Pink  Flowers
June: Yellow  Beach
If you have won the strips in the past and have made
a project using them, please bring it to a meeting so we
can all get ideas!
Happy Thanksgiving to all,

~
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December Ruler Challenge
Don’t forget to work on a small project using a new (to you) ruler, square, template, or
similar tool and bring it to the December meeting ALONG WITH the form on the last
page of this newsletter.

...the beautiful poem by Tejana writer Teresa Palomo Acosta,
“My Mother Pieced Quilts.” You can read it here:

q.likesuccess.com/85/4205468-memory-quilt-poem-about.jpg

We’re on-line!
Check out QBS on the web. Search for QBSRI or use the links at the bottom of the masthead.
6

Quilters by the Sea Meeting Minutes

November 2, 2017 ~ St. Philomena School, Portsmouth, RI
Announcements: Gail opened the meeting and gave reminders for all of the wonderful QBS opportunities – canvas bags for sale, Boutique of the Month, Strip of the Month, Community Service,
and more!
Program: Guest speaker Carole Kenny (“I’ll Never Be Sandy Reynolds!”) was introduced by Lori
Bessette. Carole started her first quilt in 1956, but did not complete it for 41 years! Carole’s then
boyfriend had given her the needlepoint design as a present. She had the finished quilt for display.
Her able-bodied team of assistants demonstrated her amazing works of art, including thread art,
applique, three-dimensional, whimsical work, a unique Christmas tree, and kaleidoscope designs.
She has made over 100 beautiful quilts. At the end of her presentation 13 models stood to demonstrate their reversible quilted Carole Kenny jacket creations. After a 10-minute break, we had our
QBS canvas bag fashion show.
Minutes: Minutes of the October meeting were approved.
Announcements (continued): Sew day is Friday, November 10, at the Bristol library and November 16 at the Middletown Library. Please refer to the newsletter for further details. • We were
not able to find a suitable location for the Quilt-In for January 4, 2018, so we will have a Members Craft/Talent Show (“Not-Quilt In”) instead. Whatever the talent/craft you have to share,
please sign up with Gail! • Raffle quilt options:
1. Donate a quilt to the Guild that is suitable for raffle.
2. Or open up the making of the quilt to more people to make blocks as a group project
(with a volunteer chair).
What is your pleasure? • QBS library: books can be borrowed on the honor system. Feel free to
donate to the library.
Programs: Lori Bessette reminded that Saturday, November 4, is the Mystery Quilt Workshop
with Carole Kenny at Portsmouth Library. • December: Ruler Challenge. Bring appetizers and
desserts for our holiday gathering. (See instructions on page 2.) Lori’s husband will likely play
some background music for our event. • Coming up in January: Member’s Talents; February:
Pam Weeks, “Down by the Old Mill Stream”; March: Amy Friend, Improvisational Paper Piecing
Show.
Membership: Four guests tonight, two new members, and 57 members present. Door prize was
won by Paula Faria.
Boutique: Marla Rusling asked that we please donate baby items for December/January! Diane
Gouveia won a prize for donating to the boutique table.
Treasurer’s Report: Sue Bates reported balances:
Checking
$ 5,302.48
5 year CD
6,560.56
18 month CD 5,017.56
Total:
$16,880.69
Community Service: Jennie Nestlerode reported we have 52 placemats total with four quilts donated tonight. Refer to the QBS website for ideas and keep them coming!

(Continued on page 9.)
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Minutes (Continued from page 8.)
Strip of the Month: Noreen Drexler reported 39 brown strips were turned in. Sarah Jane was the
winner!
Hospitality: Be prepared for December. (See page 3 of this newsletter.)
Quilt Show: Janet had nothing to report at this time.
Newsletter: Be sure to send submissions on time (two weeks before the meeting).
Bee Block Group: Maple Leaf was displayed. New members are welcome to join!
Announcements (continued): Raffle tickets for the NBQA raffle quilt can be purchased from Allison Wilbur.
Show and Tell: Many wonderful quilts were displayed.
Respectfully submitted,
Veronica Mays

Monthly Drop-In Sew Days: Quilters can get together at the Middletown Public Library from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month (except holidays). Last 2017 date is 12/14.
Last 2017 sew day at the Rogers Free Library in Bristol is 12/15 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
New England Quilt Museum, Lowell, MA:
Through December 30: Gilding the Lily ~ Embroidery in Quilts Past and Present
November 1—December 30: The Whimsical World of Vel Garrick
RI School of Design Museum, Providence, RI:
Through January 14: Student Explorations in the Asian Textile Collection

A page from the hand-drawn instructions found
with one of French tailor and inventor Barthélemy
Thimonnier’s sewing machines. (Luckily, he was a
better engineer than artist.) The text suggests that
one can sew by operating the belt with either the
right or left foot according to one’s preference.
Thimonnier patented the first commercially viable
chain-stitch machine in 1830. A year later, his
shop was attacked and his machines burned by a
mob of angry tailors with a bad attitude toward
technology.
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Ruler Challenge
If you are entering the Ruler Challenge at the December meeting, please print this
page, fill it out, and bring it with you. And please bring the ruler or tool you used!
Name: _____________________________________________________________
Type of ruler/tool: ____________________________________________________
Item made: __________________________________________________________

I am:  a beginning quilter.
 an intermediate quilter.
 an advanced quilter.
This item is:  for the Boutique Table.
 for Community Service.
 to keep.
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