October 2017

Next Meeting:

Volume 11, Number 2

QBS Mission Statement
To instruct, encourage, and develop the art of quilting; to
share techniques, ideas, and experiences;
and to extend friendship.

October 5, 2017 ~ 7:00 p.m.
St. Philomena School
Student Activities Center
324 Corys Lane
Portsmouth, RI
(Handicapped accessible)

Board Members

President: Gail Palazzolo
Vice President: Susan Rood
Secretary: Veronica Mays
Treasurer: Sue Bates

Newsletter Editor
Catherine Hawkes

Guild Photographer
Susan Rood

Committees

Boutique: Marla Rusling and
Leslie Addlem
Community Service: Jennie
Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless
Hospitality: Linda Willoughby
Librarian: Norma Jones
Membership: Carol Garvey
Program: Sarah Sullivan and
Lori Bessette
Quilt Show: Janet Roche and
Kristin Meranda
Strip of the Month: Noreen Kissell
Sunshine: Carol McOsker
Raffle Quilt: Barbara Niekerk

Address

Quilters by the Sea
PO Box 708
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Web Site

http://quiltersbytheseari.com

Follow us on Facebook and
Pinterest: Quilters by the Sea RI

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Welcome back, all,
As you read this newsletter, summer is
giving way to the beginning of autumn,
and we resume our regular monthly meetings in our new
meeting space at St. Philomena School. As several of you
noted, there was an unexpected but welcome intimacy in
our new space. We will make a few changes in the arrangement of tables next time to make better use of the meeting
room, but I believe we are off to a good start. There was a
lot of activity during the first meeting – maybe a little too
much – but hopefully it was a sign of good things to come
during the year.
Quilters by the Sea logo tote bags are flying off the shelves.
Bring $12 cash or check to the October meeting if you would
like to purchase one – they’re selling quickly! To celebrate
our creativity, let’s have a Tote Bag Parade of customized
bags during the November meeting. Some members have
already begun. Get out your fabric paint, embroidery
thread, and your favorite block for a pocket.
Small groups within the Guild – the informal monthly gatherings at public libraries in Bristol and Middletown that we refer to as “Sew Days” or small groups of friends meeting at
each other’s homes during the month – are wonderful ways
for new (and even not-so-new) members to converse with
someone new. Each time I have gone to Middletown or
Bristol, I have met interesting, talented, generous members
of the Guild, willing to share their knowledge about quilting,
their other hobbies and interests, local quilt shops, other
guilds, and quilt shows. A new “small group” is being
formed by the members who signed up at the September
meeting. The group will decide where and how frequently
to meet. If you missed the September meeting and want the

(Continued on page 3.)
1

Quilters by the Sea 2017-18 Calendar
October 5: Allison Wilbur Trunk Show ~ Japan: Tradition and Inspiration
Delve deep into the Japanese aesthetic and learn about the many different traditional
textile traditions including cotton yukatas, silk obis and kimonos, shibori dyeing, sashiko
stitching, and ikat woven indigos. See an array of quilts which incorporate these beautiful
fabrics and motifs and entice you to step into the world of Japanese-inspired quilting.
November 2: Carole Kenney ~ The “I’ll Never Be Sandy Reynolds” Trunk Show
QBS Tote Bag Parade at Show ‘n’ Tell.
November 4: Carol Kenny Mystery Quilt Workshop at the Portsmouth Public Library. There
are still a few spaces available. Please contact Lori Bessette to sign up.
December 7: Holiday Get-Together and Ruler Challenge
Appetizers and desserts provided by the guild members. Beverages will be provided by the guild.
Marla Rusling suggested a ruler challenge for the holiday party; see the complete description later in this
newsletter. So pull out those rulers that you purchased and never used. Make a project for the December meeting — or make two: one to give as a gift and the other to donate to the Boutique Table.
There will be voting on the projects and prizes. Let’s get creative!

January 4: Annual Quilt-In! Details to be announced.
February 2: Pam Weeks of the New England Quilt Museum ~ Antique Quilts and the Story They
Tell. If you have an antique quilt, please feel free to bring it to the meeting.
March 1: Amy Friend and the Improvisational Paper Piecing Trunk Show. Get a preview of Amy’s
work at her website, During Quiet Time (duringquiettime.com).
March 2: Amy Friend Workshop ~ Improvisational Paper Piecing. First workshop of the
new year. This is a Friday workshop. Please contact Lori Bessette if you’re interested in
signing up. A sign-up sheet will be available at the October meeting.
April 5: Shannon Shirley ~ Eclectic Mix Trunk Show.
May 3: Mary Kerr ~ Motherless Quilts Lecture.
June 7: Karen Echmeyer ~ Quilted Lizards, Accidental Landscapes.

October Program:

Allison Wilbur

My love of quilting has many inspirations. My
mother was a watercolor artist and taught me a
love of color. My father is a cabinet maker who
taught me to value geometry and symmetry. My years of study
and travel around the world have exposed me to color combinations, patterns, and motifs that are reflected in my work. More
importantly, they have helped me find a way to use my love of
quilting as a voice to raise awareness about the lives of women
around the world and hopefully to inspire other quilters to find a
way to get involved in bringing about positive changes for women.
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TREASURER’S NOTES
 Just a reminder that dues and workshop checks can be mailed to:
Quilters By the Sea
PO Box 708
Portsmouth, RI 02871
or bring cash or check to the meeting.
Our very own Quilters by the Sea tote bags, at cost to members for $12 each, are selling
well. Only 18 left. If desired, please bring check or cash to purchase at the meeting.
A full treasurer’s report will be given at the October meeting.

~ Sue Bates
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued from page 1.)
opportunity to sew with others in a smaller setting, please sign up at the October meeting or send
me an email. Speaking of which…
All members should have received a membership directory via email from Lori Bessette. If you
didn’t, let someone know at the membership table at the October meeting. The membership directory is for the personal use of Guild members to make it easy for members to contact one another.
A note about programming: Our Program Co-Chairs have worked diligently over the past year in
securing guest speakers and workshops. Scheduling speakers often requires advance work a year
or two ahead of the actual date, so the current year’s line-up has been a year or more in the making. Our first speaker, Sue Pritt, art quilter and pattern designer, was an enthusiastic example of
the caliber of speakers and workshops coming up. Below, Lori and Sarah describe their process in
selecting programs for the Guild.
Happy Sewing,

Gail

How Do the Program Folks Find All Those Great Speakers?
The monthly guest speakers are selected by a variety of methods. Some are suggested by members of the Guild; some names emerged from the survey that Sarah and I submitted to the membership. We got in touch with many of the suggested speakers. One (Pearl Perreira) is no longer
traveling to Rhode Island. Another (Carol Doak) is no longer traveling to teach. Allison Wilbur,
Carole Kenney, and Shirley Fisher have all agreed to conduct a trunk show, and Carole and
Shirley are willing to conduct a workshop. Other speakers simply reach out to us as a Guild, such
as Connie Sue Haigle. We will be distributing another survey to seek your interests about particular quilting styles, teachers, and program ideas.

~ Lori and Sarah
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Community Service
Cleaning out your fabric?
Community service wants it!
We are putting together bundles of fabric for placemats (Meals on Wheels), baby quilts
(Gabriel's Angels), and quilts for our very own disaster closet. Please bring fabric to the
meeting.
Thanks,

Don’t forget that we have a

New Meeting Place
this year:
St. Philomena School
324 Corys Lane
Portsmouth, RI

Foster Teens Quilt Sew Day
Friday September 29, 2017, 10:00 a.m.—3:30 p.m.
Rogers Free Library ~ 525 Hope Street ~ Bristol, RI
Join the Knit One Quilt Too community of quilters, knitters and helpers for a day
of sewing for Teenage Foster Kids as we kick start our Holiday Season of Giving.
We will have kits for quilts, and lots of quilts to make, so bring your machine and
sewing supplies to the Bristol Library on Friday September 29 th , starting at 10am.
Don’t quilt? We can use folks to help with sorting, ironing, and cutting.
Can’t make it and want to help? Consider donating fabric and supplies. We are in
need of solid fabric and fabrics for young men (13-21 years old). You can drop off
fabric and yarn at Knit One Quilt Too, 10 Anoka Avenue, Barrington, RI.
Last year we donated over 50 quilts, and 200 knit and crochet items such as hats,
mittens, scarves. We donate to Foster Forward, an organization that supports
foster children and young adults who have graduated from the foster program.
Help Knit One Quilt Too show Foster Children they are important and valued.

Questions? Call or email, Kathy Graves 508-818-2332
nextgenerationquilting@gmail.com
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Sunshine and Shadows
If you have any member news that requires a bit of sunshine, please let me
know by either phone or e-mail.
~ Carol McOsker

MEMBERSHIP
As of the September meeting:

Total Members = 86

September Attendance:

Current members = 52
Returning member =1
New members = 2
Guests = 4
Total = 59

If you have not yet renewed your membership for 2017-2018, please mail your $35 dues
to Quilters By the Sea, PO Box 708, Portsmouth, RI 02871, before the October meeting.
~ Carol

The program goes as follows: Bring TWO strips of cotton fabric 2½” x width of fabric
(selvage to selvage) each to the monthly meeting. They can each be a different color or
style (for example, one could be a solid of the month’s color and one a print representing the month’s theme) or both can be the same. For each strip, you will receive a raffle ticket. The winning ticket takes home all the strips! Participate every month or
whenever you like. Watch this space for the color and theme for each month’s strips.

October: Think fall!

Color: Orange
Theme: Pumpkins, leaves—anything fall-ish!

Coming up:

November: Brown/Stripes
December: Holiday
January: White/Snowflakes, snowmen
February: Red/Plaid
March: Green/Polka dots
April: Blue/Animal prints
May: Pink/Flowers
June: Yellow/Beach

~
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Are you just like me? Go to a quilt show, buy a new ruler, go home and put it in a drawer never to see the light of day again (at least not for a long time). Here is the challenge:

Dig it out!

Follow the instructions, or go to YouTube or Google if you’ve lost them. Learn how to use it.

Make something!

Large or small. Why? To learn something new (you already have the ruler), to get a jump start
on your holiday giving, or to donate to Boutique or Community Service.

Show us!

Bring your project and the ruler to the Holiday Party in December and share what you have
done. There may be a prize...
Please don't be afraid to take this challenge if you are new, or if you are not so new
and haven't done as much as you would like. There will be three categories:
beginner, intermediate, and advanced. You choose your level.

Don't be shy—give it a try!
Marla Rusling, Boutique Co-Chair
Put it on your calendar now!
Coming to the New England Quilt Museum in January

QUILTS JAPAN
The 13th Quilt Nihon from Tokyo
January 10—April 21, 2018

Monthly Drop-In Sew Days: Quilters can get together at the Middletown Public Library from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month (except holidays). Dates for the rest of
2017 are 10/26, 11/16, and 12/14. Sew days at the Rogers Free Library in Bristol are 10/20, 11/10, and
12/15 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Ninigret Quilters Show: “Birds and Blossoms,” October 13, 14, 15, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. Westerly
Armory, 8 Dixon Street, Westerly, RI. $5 donation. More info: ninigretquilters.blogspot.com/p/
quilt-show-2015.html.
Thimbles and Friends Show: “Quilts Color Our World,” October 14 and 15, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Abington Senior Center, 441 Summer Street, Abington, MA. (See flier elsewhere in newsletter.)
Proper Bostonian Quilters Show: October 20, 6:00—8:00 p.m.; October 21, 10:00 a.m.—6:00
p.m.; October 22, 10:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. $7 admission ($5 students/seniors). Msgr. Donahue Hall,
Saint Theresa School, 40 Saint Theresa Avenue, West Roxbury, MA.
New England Quilt Museum, Lowell, MA:
Through December 30: Gilding the Lily ~ Embroidery in Quilts Past and Present
November 1—December 30: The Whimsical World of Vel Garrick
RI School of Design Museum, Providence, RI:
Through January 14: Student Explorations in the Asian Textile Collection
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Bouquets of Quilts
Quilt Show 2019

It’s not too early to think about what you
are going to make for the quilt show in
April 2019. We need you to make quilts,
small quilts, and boutique items. We
hope every guild member will make 1 or
2 or 3 quilts to display. At the last show,
about 80 members displayed 150 quilts.
We will need small quilts (no larger than
24” x 24”) or table runners for the Small
Photo of 2010 Small Quilt Silent Auction
Quilt Silent Auction. We donated about
$1,000 to the New England Quilt Museum from the proceeds of the 2017 Small Quilt
Silent Auction. At every guild meeting, we will have suggestions for items you can make
for the boutique table.

~ Leslie and Marla

Qu’est-ce que cette “boutique”?*
*What’s With This “Boutique,” Anyway?
At each of our biennial quilt shows, the Guild sets up a Boutique
Table where we sell unique items made by Guild members during the months leading up to the show. It’s a way to showcase
the talents of Guild members with small items for sale and to
enable guests at the show to take away a keepsake. Sales from
the Boutique Table also help support Guild activities and programs. Marla Rusling will be providing ideas for fun and easy
boutique items all year. If you’d like to make some items to
donate to the Boutique, watch this space!

QUILT-AWAY!

November 3-5 ~ Bayside Resort Hotel, West Yarmouth, MA

Deadline October 6 to book a room!

We need 12 rooms booked by October 6 to run the Quilt-Away.
Quilt-Away is an overnight getaway — a retreat for non-stop sewing and socializing.

Contact Nancy Burgess ASAP if you are interested or for more information.
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Quilters by the Sea Meeting Minutes

September 7, 2017 ~ St. Philomena School, Portsmouth, RI
President’s Report: Gail Palazzolo greeted the group and introduced the officers. She mentioned the
sale of the QBS bags and the many projects we have going on including donation quilt kits for blankets
and potholders.
Program: Sue Pritt, our guest speaker, gave her history of learning to sew. She started off with a large
“Ben Franklin” quilt. She returned to sewing clothes for the family and eventually got bitten by the art
quilting bug. She learned paper piecing. After displaying a quilt in the medical office where she
worked, other quilters and wanna-be quilters started visiting her at work and talking to her about quilt
making. She began making one themed art quilt per season to display at her job. A friend suggested
she make a pattern based on one of her designs, and the “Painted Lady’s” series was born. Her way of
quilting-as-you-go is different than many others. She also offered an information sheet for every member. Sue shared her wealth of knowledge with us including how to design patterns using Microsoft
Word!
President’s Report (continued): Gail informed us about some new ideas: the Community Service table
(Jen) and quilt show kits for the boutique table (Janet, Susan, and others). Marla is spearheading the
boutique efforts for the next quilt show. • QBS tote bags are $12.00. • Gail is wondering if there is an
interest in a Bee Block Group where members would make two blocks each for another member each
month so that the recipient ends up with 24 blocks to quilt. •Sew days at the Bristol Library have been
renewed for the third Friday of the month (except for December, which will be on the fourth Friday,
Dec. 22), 9:30 a.m.—12:30. p.m. Thursday sew days remain on the fourth Thursday at Middletown
Public Library.
Treasurer’s Report: Sue Bates reported we have a two-year budget plan. We seem to spend about the
same amount we make. We have two CD’s. We have three pots of money which all have approximately $6,000 each:
$ 5,708 (checking)
6,545 (matures in December)
5,008 (matures in one year)
$17,261 balance
Programs: Lori Bessette reported that October will be a trunk show with Allison, Carole Kenney in November, Christmas party in December. Ruler challenge: voted on by categories. January is open but is
usually our Quilt-In; details to follow. February: Pam Meeks from New England Quilt Museum.
March: Amy Friend with a Friday workshop, Improvisational Paper Piecing. April: Shannon Shirley,
eclectic mix trunk show. May: Mary Kerr, Motherless Quilts lecture. June: Karen Echmeyer, Quilted
Lizards, Accidental Landscapes.
Community Service: Jennie Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless reported that kits are available for our
donation efforts. Please help out. Placemats are also needed! 17” X 12” for Meals on Wheels. Please
bring in any fabric you no longer need so we can make more kits for more donation blankets.
Boutique: Marla Rusling noted that as we organize for the qulit show, we will continue with a Boutique of the Month item. • If you do the ruler challenge, that would be beneficial for many of our projects.
Membership: Carol Garvey reported there is a new order of fabric name tags in. New people got their
tags in their kit. If you lost your name tag, you can buy a replacement tag for $3.00. If you come to
the meeting without your name tag, you will be assessed $1.00. • We have 56 people present today.
We have some new members who joined over the summer and two new members tonight. We had
four guests. • Please pay dues if you have not already done so. • We are also looking for a new chair
for this committee, as Carol has been doing it for a while and wouldn’t mind a break.
Publicity: How are we getting the word out about our guild meetings? We need someone who might
be willing to help with publicity, press releases, on line calendars, donations, any guild promotions.
Newport Life magazine is interested in featuring us in their November/December issue.

(Continued on page 9.)
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Minutes, September 7 (Continued)
Hospitality: Nancy Landreville and Linda Willoughby are asking us to please help with donations of
our monthly treats – sign up now!
Newsletter: Catherine Hawkes (editor) invited members to submit items. If you have ideas, questions,
comments, information, please contact Catherine. You can always submit something for consideration!
Sunshine: Carol (“committee of one”) sends cards to those who have been ill, had a new grandchild, or
had a death in the family, in order to brighten up their days. E-mail her or phone her if you know of
anyone you think would like a card. Her info is in the QBS directory.
Strip of the Month: Noreen Kissell announced that gold was the color for this month. Jennie Nestlerode was the winner.
Announcements: Allison Wilbur is our guild representative for the New England Quilt Museum in Lowell, Massachusetts. Small quilt auction: It would be great if we can donate something to NEQM each
year. You will get $5.00 off your membership if you join NEQM. They have creative displays that rotate. • Allison now has a studio in Bristol; feel free to stop by! You can sign up for her newsletter.
Marla will be teaching a class on creating a couched tote bag at Allison’s studio Sept. 16, 10 – 4. Allison
is teaching a class on painting with inks on Tuesday, Sept. 26, 9:30 – 12:30. Domestic machine quilting
class will be held on Wednesdays at Knit One, Quilt Two. Long arm classes once per month on Fridays.
Fiber Retreat at Allison’s studio October 13—15.
Quilt Show April 2019: Janet Roche and Kristen Meranda reported the location is still to be determined. Show will be held the last days of school vacation. Theme: Bouquets of Quilts. Susan Rood
will head up the raffle quilt, which will be made by the Friday Group. The only way to have a successful quilt show is with your help!!! We need quilts to display, boutique items, and lots of publicity.
Small Groups: If you are interested in participating in a small group, see Lori Bessette.
Show and Tell: Several members shared their wonderful quilts, including three from the Canonicus
Retreat.
Respectfully submitted,
Veronica Mays
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Quilters by the Sea Meeting Minutes

June 1, 2017 ~ St. Barnabas Church, Portsmouth, RI
The evening began with ice cream!
President’s Report: We have received several thank you’s from the quilt show. • The board decided
to officially name Serafina our Founder. Ruth read a proclamation to that effect. Serafina was granted
membership for life and will have the same privileges as past presidents. • Ruth will be putting in a
batting order in the next week; send her an email if you need batting. • Judy Messenger’s quilt Little
Men will be going to the NEQM.
Program: Welcome our very own Flamingos! Lorretta Krebel gave a brief history of the group. Ann
Zvanovec showed several quilts that she has done through workshops via the guild. She has been sewing since she was little and was taught by her grandmother. Sara Jane Tirpaeck is the newbie in the
group. She showed several quilts that were challenge quilts, one with 2,000 pieces. Loretta Krebel
showed a small quilt that was inspired by a larger quilt, plus a quilt that was made by others in her
group for her. Aggie Keeney showed several quilts that she has hand quilted and hand appliqued. Karen Jameson showed several silk ribbon quilts, including a several tiny silk ribbon Baltimore albums.
Betty Davis showed several quilts with redwork and bluework. As a finale, they all showed their first
quilts. • We had a brief UFO show and tell. We also collected a few checks for UFOs that were still
UF.
Treasurer’s Report: The balance as of May 31 is just over $19,000 in both checking and the CD. All the
quilt show bills have been paid at this time.
Community Service: Norma Hogan won a prize for her donation. Joan Wiese and Jennie Nestlerode
will be taking on Community Service in the fall.
Strip of the Month: 40 whitish strips won by Noreen, who will take over in the fall.
Membership: 57 members present, one new member. We also have four guests this evening. Two
door prizes were awarded.
Programs: If you are signed up for the Sue Pritt workshop there is a cut-off date of July 6 so we can
order the patterns, Sue is speaking at the September meeting. Allison Wilbur is speaking in October.
November is Carole Kenny’s “I’ll Never Be Sandy Reynolds” Trunk Show. December is our holiday
party.
Announcements: Allison Wilbur gave a brief run-down about what is going on at the NEQM. There is
also a bus trip going to the New Hampshire quilt show August 19; if interested, send Allison an e-mail.
• Bernie Tout is looking for kids between 8 and 12 to begin a class to teach them about quilting which
will take place in August. • Ruth took a few minutes to thank people who helped her out during her
two years as president: Carol Garvey, Lori Bessette, Janet Roche, Martha Munkacsy, Catherine
Hawkes, Jennie Nestlerode, Donna Chaves, Noreen Kiseell, Chris Bagley, Donna Bozeman, Carol
McOsker, and Susan Rood. Chris Bagley gave a thank-you to Ruth from the board with extended
thanks from the guild. • We had several show and tell quilts. • Gail wrapped up the meeting: Have a
good summer and watch your e-mails for any updates over the
summer!
Respectfully submitted,
Jennie Nestlerode

10

