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QBS Mission Statement
To instruct, encourage, and develop the art of quilting;
to share techniques, ideas, and experiences;
and to extend friendship.

November 2, 2017 ~ 7:00 p.m.
St. Philomena School
Student Activities Center
324 Corys Lane
Portsmouth, RI
(Handicapped accessible)

Board Members

President: Gail Palazzolo
Vice President: Susan Rood
Secretary: Veronica Mays
Treasurer: Sue Bates

Newsletter Editor
Catherine Hawkes

Guild Photographer

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Happy Halloween!
There’s a great deal going on both during
our general meetings as well as during the
month in between. Please, please, please read Catherine’s
wonderful newsletter! This is where you will catch up on
the announcements you didn’t quite hear at the meeting and
find out about upcoming quilt shows and exhibits, classes
and workshops, local quilt shops news, etc.

Susan Rood

Committees

Boutique: Marla Rusling and
Leslie Addlem
Community Service: Jennie
Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless
Hospitality: Linda Willoughby
Librarian: Norma Jones
Membership: Carol Garvey
Program: Sarah Sullivan and
Lori Bessette
Quilt Show: Janet Roche and
Kristin Meranda
Strip of the Month: Noreen Kissell
Sunshine: Carol McOsker
Raffle Quilt: TBA

Address

Quilters by the Sea
PO Box 708
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Web Site

http://quiltersbytheseari.com

Follow us on Facebook and
Pinterest: Quilters by the Sea RI

I have a request for you to consider for further discussion at
the November meeting. The previous plan for making the
Raffle Quilt has changed. As a result, the Board decided at
our last meeting to poll our members as to how to proceed.
Suggestion #1: Request a Donated Quilt ~ There may be
members of the Guild in the midst of downsizing, or teaching members with multiple class quilts, or just members with
more quilts than they will ever use, who would be willing to
donate a quilt to the Guild to be raffled off at the next Quilt
Show. If this were the case, the Board would very gratefully
review any submissions in the hope that one (or more)
would be suitable for a raffle quilt that would be marketable
to prospective purchasers and attendees at our Quilt Show.
Suggestion #2: Guild-Wide Making of a Quilt ~ The second
suggestion was to open up the making of the Raffle Quilt to
all members of the Guild and to have the decision-making
something the Guild does as a group. Someone still would
have to offer to head the committee, coordinate the work of
multiple sewers, select a pattern and choose fabric, and then
coordinate the monthly work to cut, sew and quilt the final
project. This could involve many more members than previously, when the Raffle Quilt has been made by a smaller
working group within the Guild.

(Continued on page 3.)
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Quilters by the Sea 2017-18 Calendar
November 2: Carole Kenny ~ The “I’ll Never Be Sandy Reynolds” Trunk Show
QBS Tote Bag Parade at Show ‘n’ Tell.
November 4: Carole Kenny Mystery Quilt Workshop at the Portsmouth Public
Library. There are still a few spaces available. Please contact Lori Bessette to sign up.
December 7: Holiday Get-Together and Ruler Challenge
Appetizers and desserts provided by the guild members. Beverages will be provided by the guild.
Marla Rusling suggested a ruler challenge for the holiday party; see the complete description later in this
newsletter. So pull out those rulers that you purchased and never used. Make a project for the December meeting — or make two: one to give as a gift and the other to donate to the Boutique Table.
There will be voting on the projects and prizes. Let’s get creative!

January 4: Annual Quilt-In! Details to be announced.
February 2: Pam Weeks of the New England Quilt Museum ~ Antique Quilts and the Story They
Tell. If you have an antique quilt, please feel free to bring it to the meeting.
March 1: Amy Friend and the Improvisational Paper Piecing Trunk Show. Get a preview of Amy’s
work at her website, During Quiet Time (duringquiettime.com).
March 2: Amy Friend Workshop ~ Improvisational Paper Piecing. First workshop of the
new year. This is a Friday workshop. Please contact Lori Bessette if you’re interested in
signing up. A sign-up sheet will be available at the November meeting.
April 5: Shannon Shirley ~ Eclectic Mix Trunk Show. Check out Shannon’s website at
www.onceinarabbitmoon.com.
April 7: Shannon Shirley Workshop- ~ Introduction to Free-Motion Quilting. Second
workshop of the year. Cost is $45. Workshop will be at the Portsmouth Public Library
from 9:30-4:30.
May 3: Mary Kerr ~ Motherless Quilts Lecture. Check out Mary’s website at ww.marywkerr.com.
June 7: Karen Echmeyer ~ Accidental Landscapes and Happy Villages Trunk Show. Karen’s website is at www.quilted-lizard.com.
June 8: Karen Eckmeier Workshop at the Portsmouth Public Library. Third workshop of
the year.

Get a sneak peak at our 2018-19 line-up later in the newsletter!



QBS Tote Bag

Bring your QBS embellished tote bag! Paint it, embroider it, quilt it, dye it
– make it yours. Tote bag parade is part of Show and Tell in November!






Name Tag
Strip of the Month
Bee Block
Show and Tell



Carole Kenny Jacket

If you have a signature Carole Kenny jacket from one of her classes, wear
it! You can be sure Carole will be wearing hers, and she doesn’t want to
be overdressed. We would all love to see them!
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November Program:

Carole Kenny
QBS Member Carole is beloved by her many local
students, but also has exhibited her beautiful art quilts
nationally and internationally. Don’t miss what is sure
to be an informative and entertaining evening!

TREASURER’S NOTES
Just a reminder, dues and workshop checks can be mailed to the address on the masthead, or bring check or cash to the meeting.
Our very own Quilters by the Sea tote bags, at cost to members for $12 each, are selling well. Only 13 left and we will not be ordering any more. They won’t last long, so
bring check or cash to purchase at the meeting.
Account balances are given at the monthly meetings and recorded in the meeting
minutes.

~ Sue Bates
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued from page 1.)
As many of you know, the making of a raffle quilt every other year is a major undertaking, but the
proceeds of the raffle provide a significant part of our revenue every two years. I have no prior
experience with raffle quilts, so I would be relying upon the Board and long-time fellow Guild
members, as well as our enthusiastic new members, to complete this project.
Please think about these two options. If there are people willing to donate: thank you, thank
you, thank you! The creative energy that would be put into the making of a quilt from scratch
will be put to good use elsewhere in the Guild, believe me. If you have always wondered how
this decision to make the raffle quilt has been made, wonder no more – you are now part of that
process.
We will discuss these options at the November meeting. If you can’t be there, please feel free to
email me personally or send an email to the Guild address: quiltersbytheseari@gmail.com. Comments will be confidential and much appreciated by me.
Happy Sewing,

Gail
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In case you missed them, here are Marla
Rusling’s instructions for the Boutique Table
item she described at the October meeting.
And remember, to reward you for your
efforts, your name will be entered into a
raffle drawing for every boutique item you bring to each meeting. The more items you make,
the more chances you have to win!

Decorative Fabric Strips for Card Making
 Sew together two (2) strips (any length) of 2” to 2-1/2” wide fabric. Scraps are okay.
 Your finished sewn-together strip should be at least 4” wide. (If you want to sew three narrower
strips together to get the 4” width, that’s okay, too.)
 Iron the finished strips to freezer paper with the wrong side of the fabric facing the shiny side of the
paper. You can iron multiple fabric strip sets to the same piece of freezer paper; just leave some
room for cutting between strip sets.
 Sew along the length of the fabric one or two rows of decorative machine stitches, using plain or
decorative thread. Sew right through both the fabric and the freezer paper. (You could couch with
trim or yarn or sew on left-over lace, etc. if you prefer or if your machine “doesn’t do decorative.”)
 Bring the finished pieces — freezer paper still attached — to the November meeting.

Marla makes beautiful hand-made card sets, packaged for gift giving, and she will be selling some
of her own cards at the November meeting to help defray the cost of the card-making supplies
she will donate to the Guild for the Boutique Table.

Calling All Workshop Teachers!
At the Board meeting we discussed the benefit to our members, especially new members, of allowing all members who are teachers to publicize their classes to the Guild, free of charge, via the
monthly newsletter and announcements at the monthly meetings. The Board agreed this policy
seems to fill a need to maximize the benefits of membership – knowledge is queen, after all – and to
help the craft of quilting thrive. So if you would like to promote a class you are teaching, please
do! Send text suitable for a calendar-style listing to Catherine for the newsletter, and give Gail a
head’s up prior to the monthly meeting if you would like to make an announcement.

Another item discussed at the Board meeting was the best way to support our members in the sale
of their handmade crafts. The Board agreed that we would like to encourage members who have
handicrafts to sell to do so, but we do not want to compete with guest speakers who are also
vending. So if you would like to sell specific handicrafts, please ask in advance so that we can
make certain we are not competing with our guest speaker. Contact Gail via email or by phone.

November Member Vendor ~ Marla Rusling
Marla teaches scrapbooking and card making in addition to various sewing classes. She
will be selling handmade notecards at the November meeting as a means of covering the
cost of the card-making supplies she will donate for the Guild’s use in making cards. (The
fabric strip sets on freezer paper you are making this month will be used in those cards to
be sold at the Boutique Table at our next quilt show in 2019.)
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Sunshine and Shadows
If you have any member news that requires a bit of sunshine,
please let me know by either phone or e-mail.
~ Carol McOsker

MEMBERSHIP

~ Carol

Strip of the Month
November

Weather is “almost” starting to feel like fall… with that, we are asking for:
Color: Brown  Theme: Stripes
Coming up:
December: Holiday
January: White  Snowflakes, snowmen
February: Red Plaid
March: Green  Polka dots
April: Blue  Animal prints
May: Pink  Flowers
June: Yellow  Beach

Bring TWO strips of cotton fabric 2½” x width of fabric (selvage to selvage) in the
month’s color and/or theme to the monthly meeting. One lucky winner takes all!

~
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december ruler challenge
Don’t forget to work on a small project to bring to the December meeting. Unwrap
one of those rulers you purchased at a quilt show and haven’t used... Yet. Make something to learn a new skill. We would all love to see and hear about your project. I have
a Quick Curve Ruler still in its package – that’s my project! I’ll be looking for an on-line
tutorial, you can be sure.
~

Gail

Sneak Peak at 2018-19 Programs!
September 6: Connie Sue Haigle. Connie Sue is a traveling quilter. Check out her

website at www.appleblossomquilts.com.

September 8: Connie Sue Haigle Workshop. Fourth workshop of the year.
October 4: Shirley Fischer Trunk Show
October 6: Shirley Fisher Workshop. Fifth workshop of the year.
November 1: Member Talent Demonstrations
December 6: Holiday Party
January 3: Quilt-In
February 7: Member Yard Sale

We’re on-line!
Didn’t know we had Facebook and Pinterest pages? Check out QBS on the
web by searching for QBSRI or using the links at the bottom of the masthead.

Monthly Drop-In Sew Days: Quilters can get together at the Middletown Public Library from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month (except holidays). Dates for the rest of
2017 are 11/16 and 12/14. Sew days at the Rogers Free Library in Bristol are 11/10 and 12/15 from
9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
New England Quilt Museum, Lowell, MA:
Through December 30: Gilding the Lily ~ Embroidery in Quilts Past and Present
November 1—December 30: The Whimsical World of Vel Garrick
RI School of Design Museum, Providence, RI:
Through January 14: Student Explorations in the Asian Textile Collection
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Quilters by the Sea Meeting Minutes

October 5, 2017 ~ St. Philomena School, Portsmouth, RI
Announcements: President Gail Palazzolo announced that anyone interested in joining a small
group or a bee should contact her. It will be lots of fun!
Program: Our own Allison Wilbur was introduced by Program Chair Lori Bessette. The theme
was “Japanese Tradition and Inspiration.” Many of us are familiar with traditional Japanese quilts,
but “There is an immense world of quilting in Japan,” Alison explained. She shared her experience
of living in Japan, assisted by her husband Dick, the best “Qusband” in the world. Japan has two
to three million quilters. The professional organization Japan Handicraft Instructors’ Association
has over 7,000 certified quilting instructors, and their quilt festival is more than five times larger
than the one in Houston. (The 13th Quilt Nihon will be on display at the New England Quilt Museum from January 10 - April 21, 2018.) Silk and cotton fabrics have been used for clothing, kimonos, and quilts. Many Japanese quilters use indigo-dyed fabric. Shibori is another Japanese dyeing technique that is becoming very popular. Other techniques and styles include ikat, kasur, and
taupism. Nature is featured prominently in Japanese design, and Japanese quilt design displays
many unique features. Allison then showed several of her own beautiful quilt creations.
Announcements (continued): The Bristol Library has listed our dates on their website. • Several
members attended the quilt-a-thon in Bristol to create quilts for foster teens.
Membership: Carol Garvey reported that 59 people were in attendance tonight, including two
guests and three new members.
Minutes: Susan Rood motioned to approve the two sets of minutes (June, September) that were
in the newsletter; Aggie Keeney seconded. The motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report: Susan Bates reported our current balances:
Checking
$ 5242.18
5-Year CD
6,553.33
18-Month CD
5,013.27
Total
$16,808.78
Programs: Lorie Bessette explained how speakers are chosen. Some are brought in by suggestions
from Guild members. Sometimes speakers have to be booked one to two years in advance. If you
have a suggestion, get in touch with Lori and she will make the contact. • Upcoming programs
are: November – Carole Kenny’s “I’ll Never Be Sandy Reynolds” Trunk Show, followed by a Mystery Quilt Workshop with Carole ($45) December – Holiday Party with the ruler challenge: Pull
out a ruler that you bought and never used; create a project and bring it in! • Lori will add speakers’ websites to the newsletter.
Community Service: Jenny Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless reported on items that have ben
donated so far:
48 placemats
1 baby quilt
1 quilt for our disaster closet
If you have a quilt top you wish to donate, bring it in and they will find someone to quilt it.
Boutique: Marla Rusling reminded everyone that if you bring something in for the boutique, you
will be entered into a raffle. We need lots of items! This month we have a felt candy cane tree
ornament pattern available. Almost all of the potholders have been taken – thank you! If you

(Continued on page 9.)
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Minutes (Continued from page 8.)
have one, return it please for a chance to win! Lastly, to help with the card-making effort, sew
two 2.5”strips together, lay on freezer paper, sew a decorative stitch down the middle and Marla
will be able to use it to make a heart design for the cards. Easy peasy!
Quilt Show: Think about making small quilts for the 2019 quilt show.
Newsletter: Catherine Hawkes had no announcements about the newsletter, except “You’d better
read it!” J
Sunshine: Carol McOsker asked that you please keep her informed about anyone who needs and
deserves a word of cheer!
Programs (continued): Carole Kenny requested that if you have any questions about the workshop
homework, ask beforehand! If you have made a jacket with Carole in the past, please wear it to
the November meeting! If you have more than one, please bring them all! • Jennie will make an
announcement about the upcoming NBQA workshop on our Facebook page.
Strip of the Month: Barbara McNeely won the 50 strips this month! The November color is
brown; theme is stripes.
Show and Tell: Several Members demonstrated their awesome skills with cloth and needles!
Respectfully submitted,
Veronica Mays

Free Quilt Frame
A beautiful hardwood quilt
frame is available ~ free to
a good home!
Contact Veronica Mays for
information.

...the Rhode Island page of the Quilt Index on-line:

www.quiltindex.org/essay.php?kid=3-98-44
for local quilt history and images of early Rhode Island quilts.
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Thanks to Allison for sharing her stories of
Japanese culture and beautiful quilts!
Apologies to
other show-andtell participants
this month. Due
to a camera
glitch, we don’t
have photos of
the last part of
the meeting.
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