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A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Hello everyone,
Thank you to all who participated in the Guild sewing effort
to support the Baby Shower for Gabriel’s Angels, which takes
place at St. Luke’s March 9-10. Close to a dozen people
came to the Rogers Library for an extended sew day to cut
and sew. Many people donated beautiful fabric that will
make lovely baby quilts, as well as quilts to restock our Disaster Closet and support quilt giving to individuals in need and
other agencies over the course of the year. Jennie Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless, the Community Service cochairs, smoothed the way for efficient sewing, beginning
with reserving a full day at the library, collecting and storing
donated fabric, and finding patterns. Joan Wiese sorted fabric and prepared kits for members to take home with them
to finish. It wasn’t all work, though – we also had a lot of
fun. Despite the whir of sewing machines, we socialized and
got to know one another better. Going to a sew day is a
great way to get to know other members, especially for new
members. Thank you, again, for all who helped in some
way.
We have a date! The field trip to the URI Textile Department quilt collection has been scheduled for Saturday, May
12. We will pass along the specific details as to the time and
duration of the visit as soon as we have them, and a sign-up
sheet will be available. The Board voted to charge a $10 fee
for the program at URI to defray the cost of the group visit
fee. We will be touring the Textile Lab and viewing the quilt
collection, which is not normally available to the public. The
Collections Curator and staff will also examine a quilt for
free, if you would like to have this done. (No appraisals will
be done.)

Follow us on Facebook and
Pinterest: Quilters by the Sea RI

(Continued on page 3.)
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Quilters by the Sea 2017-18 Calendar
March 1: Amy Friend’s Improvisational Paper Piecing Trunk Show. Get a preview
of Amy’s work at her website, During Quiet Time (duringquiettime.com).
March 2: Amy Friend Workshop ~ Improvisational Paper Piecing. First workshop
of the new year. This is a Friday workshop at the Portsmouth Public Library from
9:30 to 3:30. Workshop fee is $40. Please contact Lori Bessette to sign up.
April 5: Shannon Shirley ~ An Eclectic Mix Trunk Show. Check out Shannon’s website at
www.onceinarabbitmoon.com.
April 7: Shannon Shirley Workshop ~ UPDATE: Bottles and Blooms. Second workshop of the
year. Portsmouth Public Library, 9:30 to 3:30. Fee is $45. Please contact Lori to sign up.
May 3: Mary Kerr ~ Motherless Quilts Lecture. Mary Kerr is a quilt appraiser. If anyone is interested,
please contact Lori Bessette. Quilt appraisals are approximately $50 to $75 per quilt. Check out
Mary’s website at ww.marywkerr.com/aboutMary.html.
June 7: Karen Echmeyer ~ Accidental Landscapes and Happy Villages Trunk Show. Karen’s website is
at www.quilted-lizard.com.
June 8: Karen Eckmeier Workshop ~ Accidental Landscapes: Beaches at the Portsmouth Public
Library, 9:30 to 12:30. Fee is $30. Please contact Lori to sign up. Third workshop of the year.

2018-19:

September 6: Connie Sue Haigle. Connie Sue is a traveling quilter: www.appleblossomquilts.com.
September 8: Connie Sue Haigle Workshop. Fourth workshop of the year.
October 4: Shirley Fischer Trunk Show
October 6: Shirley Fisher Workshop. Fifth workshop of the year.
November 1: Member Talent Demonstrations
December 6: Holiday Party
January 3: Quilt-In
February 7: Member Yard Sale

March Program: Amy Friend
When I was a little girl, I said I wanted to grow up to be a mommy and an artist.
I’d like to think that I am just that!
I am the mother to three children. Previously, I studied art history and worked as
a museum collections curator. I made the choice to say home with my children
when my second child was born. I now express my creative side through sewing
and pattern design.
Early on, I found time for this “during quiet time” when the kids were napping or
at least enjoying some quiet in their rooms. Nowadays, I sew while they are at school.







Name tag
Strip of the Month (if participating)
Bee Block (if participating)
Show and Tell
Checkbook and planner/calendar (if signing up for workshop)
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TREASURER’S NOTES
 Just a reminder, dues and workshop checks can be mailed to the address on the masthead, or bring check or cash to the meeting.
 Account balances are given monthly and are recorded in the meeting minutes.

~ Sue Bates
Survey Results: Thank you to everyone who completed a Programs Survey. Ten surveys were returned. This helps me to line up speakers that Guild members would like to see. The following are
techniques members are interested in seeing presented: trapunto, binding, paper piecing, applique,
resewing vintage quilts, machine quilting, quilt design, and rescuing vintage linens. The following
speakers have been suggested: Kathie Beltz, Tina Craig, Judy Lancaster, Susan Cleveland, Jean
Cronwell, Pat Giarusso, Ginny Radloff, Cary Flanagan, Barbara Barber, Kim Diehl, Jo Morton, and
Chris Bagley. (Kim Diehl and Jo Morton have retired from traveling.) The following trunk show interests were expressed: fabric painting and dying, a lecture on threads, quilting as a design element, and
modern quilting piecing methods.
Coming Up in 2019: We are already booked up for 2018, so I’m starting on the 2019 schedule. For
2019, we plan to have a Quilt-In in January. In February, we will have a members’ yard sale. Nothing has been scheduled for March as yet. April is designated for quilt show preparations. In May,
Faye Labanaris will present a trunk show. Faye does beautiful work with silk embroidery and will conduct a workshop on the state flower – violets. (See www.faylabanaris.com.) In June, Gladi Porsche
will present a trunk show on her quilting journey. Gladi currently has a solo show at the New England
Quilt Museum. (See www.gladiquilts.net.)
Workshop Openings: There are still a few spaces available in the upcoming workshops:
~ Shannon Shirley’s “Bottles and Blooms,” Saturday, April 7 at the Portsmouth Public Library from
9:30-3:30 ($45 fee).
~ Karen Eckmeier’s “Accidental Landscapes: Beaches,” June 8 at the Portsmouth Public Library from
9:30-12:30 ($30 fee).

~ Lori
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT (Continued from page 1.)
If you are thinking ahead to the quilt show next spring, perhaps you could use one of the upcoming workshops (see Lori’s program schedule inside these pages) as a springboard for ideas. There’s
improvisational paper piecing, appliqué “bottles (vases) and blooms,” landscape quilting, and
more.
Finally, the Guild is exhibiting a small selection of member quilts at the Barrington Public Library
for the month of March, and because the Library asked, we are extending the exhibit through
April. Please stop by to see fellow members’ work. This is a great opportunity to promote the
artistry of Guild members during a non-quilt show year – and March is National Quilting Month!
Happy Sewing,

Gail
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Remember, to reward you for your efforts, your
name will be entered into a raffle drawing for every
boutique item you bring to each meeting. The more
items you make, the more chances you have to win!

March

How practical!
Aprons
Crocheted dish cloths
Pincushions
Suggestions from last month: Mug rugs, coasters, place mats, table runners
Coming up in April:
Needle books, scissor holders,
quilt labels, and wine bags!

Looking for a small group?
We’re looking for you!
A small quilting group is being formed in the Portsmouth/
Middletown area and looking for more members.
Meetings are TBA, but will be during the week.

Contact Nancy Landreville
for more info!

Monthly Drop-In Sew Days: Quilters can get together at the Middletown Public Library from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on the fourth Thursday of each month (except holidays). Next monthly sew day
at the Rogers Free Library in Bristol is Friday, March 16, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
New England Quilt Museum, Lowell, MA:
Through April 21: Quilts Japan ~ The 13th Quilt Nihon from Tokyo
Through April 29: The Quilts of Gladi Porsche

Save the Date ~ May 11-12: Chelmsford Quilters’ Guild 2018 Quilt Show, Grace Community
Church, Chelmsford, MA. Full details in the April newsletter or (if you can’t wait) visit
www.chelmsfordquiltguild.com.
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Sunshine and Shadows
If you have any member news that requires a bit of sunshine,
please let me know by either phone or e-mail.
~ Carol McOsker

MEMBERSHIP
As of the February meeting:
Total Members
Member Attendees
New Members
Guests
Total Attended

104
48
2
2
52

~ Carol

Strip of the Month

Color: Green
Theme: Polka dots
Bring TWO strips of cotton fabric 2½” x width of fabric (selvage to selvage) in the month’s
color and/or theme to the monthly meeting. One lucky winner takes all!

Coming up:

April: Blue  Animal prints
May: Pink  Flowers
June: Yellow  Beach
If you have won the strips in the past and have made a project using them, please bring it to
a meeting so we can all get ideas!

~
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Saturday, May 12
University of Rhode Island
Textile Department
Kingston, RI

 Textile lab tour
 Quilt collection tour
 Free quilt examination (no appraisal)
Fee: $10 (donated toward upkeep of the URI collection)
Carpooling can be arranged.
Sign up with me at the March meeting!

~ Lori
Position of the body and hands.—Before describing different kinds of
stitches, a word should be said as to the position of the body and hands
when at work. Long experience has convinced me that no kind of needlework necessitates a stooping or cramped attitude. To obviate which, see
that your chair and table suit each other in height, and that you so hold
your work as hardly to need to bend your head at all. The practice of fastening the work to the knee, besides being ungraceful, is injurious to the
health.
~ Thérèse de Dillmont, Encyclopedia of Needlework (1886)

Talent is cheaper than table salt.
What separates the talented individual
from the successful one is a lot of
hard work.
~ Stephen King
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Quilters by the Sea Meeting Minutes

February 1, 2018 ~ St. Philomena School, Portsmouth, RI
President: Gail Palazzolo called the meeting to order at 7:00. She spoke about the quilt display to be hung
by QBS at the Barrington Library from March 1 through 30. Small quilts are needed. Forms are to be filled
out and handed or mailed to Susan Rood.
Program: Allison Wilbur introduced Pam Weeks, who is the Curator at the New England Quilt Museum in
Lowell, Massachusetts. Members brought their antique quilts to share. These were prearranged in order of
their dates by Pam. Beginning with the earliest quilts from circa 1840, Pam discussed each quilt regarding
how it could be dated. When a member’s quilt was displayed, that member told what they knew about the
quilt.
Business Meeting:
Minutes: Minutes from December 2017, as published in the newsletter, were approved after a motion to
approve was made by Carole Kenny and seconded by Penny Lewis.
Treasurer: Sue Bates presented the account balances: $11,510.97 in checking and $5,030.72 in the CDs. She
stated that $113.30 was earned on the two CDs in 2017. • Chris Bagley told the group about Amazon Smile
in which a percentage of each purchase on Amazon goes to a group of choice and this could be QBS. • Pam
Weeks thanked QBS for its support to the NE Quilt Museum.
Programs: Lori Bessette thanked Pam Weeks for her wonderful program. She stated that there are still spaces in the workshops by Amy Friend and Shannon Shirley. She also announced all the future programs that
have been scheduled. For the University of Rhode Island trip to visit the Textiles Department, Lori needs to
know what days are best for the group; a tally was taken.
Community Service: Jenny Nestlerode and Penny Lewis told about the February 16 sew-in which will be
held at the Bristol library from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. to make baby quilts for the Gabriel’s Angels Shower.
Also three quilts from the Disaster Closet were given to people who survived a bad fire in Middletown, RI.
Boutique: Marla Rusling asked members to go on Pinterest to get some good ideas for items to make for the
quilt show boutique. She also requested that large items made for the boutique have the maker’s name and
telephone number on them, so that if they didn’t sell, the maker could get the item back. A workshop on
making cards will be held at the Bristol library sew day, date to be determined.
Membership: Carol Garvey stated that 52 people attended this meeting with two guests and two new members, Caroly Wydom and Denise Durball. She gave out the door prize to Mary Cravera and then asked for
someone to volunteer to fill her position.
Strip of the Month: Noreen Kissell announced that Marilyn Ferkinhoff had won the strips for January and
Penny Lewis won for February.
Newsletter: Catherine Hawkes asked that people read about the ability to have classified ads in the newsletter. Those members that are dealers or vendors can run paid classified ads.
Sunshine: Carole McOskar asked members to send names of anyone who needs cheer by letter her know.
Quilt Show: Janet Roche gave dates for the 2019 Quilt Show, but she was reminded that these were Easter
times. The theme of the show is “Boquests of Quilts” and it is hoped that challenge quilts will represent the
theme.
Library Sew Days: Gail Palazzalo reminded the members that the monthly
Sew Day at the Middletown Library is February 22 and the Sew Day at
Rogers Library in Bristol is February 16.
Special Announcements: Allison Wilbur promoted the New England Quilt
Museum exhibits of Japanese quilts (“Quilt Nihon”) and a show by Gladi
Porsche. “Immigrant Quilts” will be on display in May. Allison also talked
about the retreat at her studio in May. • Nancy Burgess is hosting a Quilt
Away on the Cape March 26 to 28. She asked that those who would like
to attend contact her and then the hotel.
Following member Show and Tell of recent work, the meeting adjourned
at 9:30.
Respectfully submitted,
Susan Rood
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NEQM’s Pam Weeks told the stories of members’ antique quilts . . .
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. . . and then it was Show and Tell time!
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