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QBS Mission Statement
To instruct, encourage, and develop the art of quilting;
to share techniques, ideas, and experiences;
and to extend friendship.

A MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
Hello, everyone,
Welcome back from the holiday break!
We had a very busy family-packed break
with a wedding, a birthday, and Christmas and New Year’s,
with changing combinations of children and spouses, but I
am ready to get back to quilting and other projects.

Catherine Hawkes

Guild Photographer
Susan Rood

Committees

Boutique: Marla Rusling and
Leslie Addlem
Community Service: Jennie
Nestlerode and Peggy McCandless
Hospitality: Linda Willoughby
Librarian: NA
Membership: Marilyn King Simoes
Program: Lori Bessette
Quilt Show: Janet Roche and
Kristin Meranda
Strip of the Month: Noreen Kissell
Sunshine: Carol McOsker
Raffle Quilt: Barbara Niekerk and
Susan Rood

Address

Quilters by the Sea
PO Box 708
Portsmouth, RI 02871

Email

quiltersbytheseari@gmail.com

Web Site

http://quiltersbytheseari.com

Follow us on Facebook,
Instagram, and Pinterest:
Quilters by the Sea RI

January is a rest month, of sorts, although I hope people are
thinking about our biennial quilt show, this year at The
Pennfield School, May 4-5. I have stuffed raffle tickets into
stockings at Christmas and will be selling more to neighbors
and friends as the weeks go by, and I am thinking of what
should be submitted for the show. Please consider submitting quilts you have made in one of our fabulous workshops
held over the past year or two. It would be so nice for our
show visitors to see what exactly goes on in a Guild. I will
be submitting my “Bottles and Blooms” small quilt from
Shannon Shirley’s workshop.
And speaking of showing the world what a Guild does, the
Barrington Public Library is happy to have our Guild exhibit
our quilts again in their designated gallery wall space just inside the main entrance. If you recall, we were a hit last year!
The director asked us if we would consider staying a second
month. If you would like to exhibit a quilt in March
(National Quilting Month) and are willing to loan the quilt
for a month, please let me know. To maximize the space, I
would prefer to have multiple small to medium-sized quilts,
as we did last year. However, we could display a larger wall
quilt or small bed quilt. I believe we had 15 small to medium-sized quilts last year. I would like to do some advance
publicity, including photographs of the quilts before they are
hung so that we promote our Guild and our upcoming
show.
(Continued on page 3.)
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Quilters by the Sea 2018-19 Calendar
January 3: Quilt-In! 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at Meraki Studio, Cutler Mill South,
30 Cutler Street, Warren. Bring projects to work on! See Gail’s letter for details.
February 7: Pam Weeks (New England Quilt Museum), “Designing Women.”
March 7: Members Yard Sale. Pull out those unused patterns, templates, fabrics, notions, etc. This is a good
time to make a last-minute donation to the baskets for the quilt show. The rental fee for the tables will be
$5. All proceeds from the sales go to the sellers. There will be quilt show preparation including sign-up for
volunteers for the show.
April 4: Faye Labonaris Trunk Show, “America's Quilted Garden.”
April 6: Faye Labonaris Workshop. “Rhode Island State Block: Violet” at St. Philomena School, 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (all-day workshop). Cost to be determined. Please see her website for additional information: www.fayelabanaris.com. Faye is a teacher, author, designer, and lecturer known for her
beautiful hand applique, including ribbon embroidery. Because we expect Faye’s workshop to be fully
subscribed, I would like to ask you to email me at the Guild email or my personal email to express your
interest. There is no evening meeting in January, so the first opportunity to sign up at a meeting will be
February. A supply list will be provided at the earliest opportunity. More details to follow.
May 4-5: QBS Show ~ “A Bouquet of Quilts.” (No monthly meeting.)
June 6: Gladi Porsche Trunk Show. “The Quilting Journey,” Please check out Gladi's website at
gladiquilts.net.

~ Lori

Quilt-In Details
• It will be one day: Thursday, January 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., at Meraki Studio at 30 Cutler
Street in Warren. Kristin Meranda is one of the owners of Meraki and has made the studio space
available for our use. Thank you!
• Meraki has six Elna sewing machines available (full size) and four small Brother sewing machines
(used for kids’ classes) available. If you would like to use one of their machines, you must RSVP to
Gail via email.
• Meraki is on the second floor, Suite 220A. There is no elevator, but if you need help transporting
your gear upstairs, just ask! Here is Gail’s cell phone number: 415-516-0602 and here is Kristin’s:
401-743-6790. They can meet you at the “tower” entrance on Cutler Street.
• There is also a conveyor belt accessible from the rear parking lot. Meraki uses this regularly to
transport things upstairs. Again, just call if you need help at the loading dock. You may want to
park in the rear parking lot anyway, because there will be more room.
• We are using the studio space from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
• You do not need to stay all day. But, we would like to get a head count, so please shoot Gail an
email to let her know if you plan to attend.
• Meraki has comfortable sewing space for 24 people, with machines. There are chairs for a total of
30; if you have hand sewing, you wouldn’t need a table.
• There are several design walls, so you can lay out your quilt blocks, and a large cutting table as well.
If you need to layer a quilt, we can arrange some space to do that.
• Meraki is located steps away from Tom’s Market, in case you want to buy food at the deli. There
are also multiple restaurants within walking distance as well as restaurant delivery options.
• We don’t have plans at this time to work on a group sewing project (e.g., disaster closet quilts).
Bring your own projects to work on – the difficulty may be selecting just one!
• Remember – no evening meeting on Thursday, January 3. This is an alternative to that meeting.
• As of today, the forecast is for no snow – but, of course, that could change. Watch the Facebook
page and our Instagram account for weather alerts.
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TREASURER’S NOTES
 Just a reminder, dues and workshop checks can be mailed to the address on the
masthead, or bring check or cash to the meeting.
Quilters by the Sea now has the Square, so you can pay at meetings
using a credit card.
 Account balances are given monthly and are recorded in the meeting minutes.

~ Sue Bates

Boutique Chair Marla Rusling is doing a terrific job. Marla sold $138 worth of boutique
merchandise at the Guild Holiday Party, as she thought the Christmas items might not sell
as well in May. To put this in perspective, over our two-day quilt show in 2017, the
boutique sold about $800, so $138 in 90 minutes is great.
~

Janet and Kristin

Trim and Fabric Sale During Quilt-In
I am planning on having a trim and fabric sale in my studio on the day of the QuiltIn. I will have fabric, trim, buttons, Sashiko supplies, and vintage linens. I will hold
the sale in my studio 101 on the first floor of 30 Cutler from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Come downstairs and check it out!
~ Allison Wilbur

(Continued from page 1.)

And by the way, in case you are wondering, I have asked about exhibiting at other libraries, but
their policies and display locations vary. Barrington’s exhibit space seemed to be the best fit at the
time. If you know of other places that are secure and would give us good exposure, please feel
free to let me know.
Okay – see inside for other announcements.
Happy sewing,

Gail
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Remember, to reward you for your efforts, your
name will be entered into a raffle drawing for every
boutique item you bring to each meeting. The more
items you make, the more chances you have to win!

Please remember to keep the boutique items coming! The success of the Boutique Table
at the quilt show depends upon members contributing small items they have made to be
sold by the Guild. Proceeds from Boutique Table sales go directly to the Guild and support our programs and activities during the year. Thank you to those of you have
helped to date and to those who do so in the months to come.

~ Marla

Sunshine and Shadows
If you have any member news that requires a bit of sunshine,
please let me know by either phone or e-mail.
~ Carol McOsker

...is on vacation for the month
of January!
February: African-American History Month

African fabric

March: Women's History Month

Blue ~ Orange (Rosie the Riveter)
April: Earth Day

Trees ~ Grass ~ Flowers
June: Flag Day/LGBT Pride Month

Red ~ White ~ Blue / Rainbow colors

~
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New Membership Category for Kids!
In order to recruit some younger members to the Guild, including
youth, the board has voted to create a Junior Membership for kids
under 18 with an annual membership fee of $5.00 Junior members
must be accompanied at meetings by an adult QBS member and may
enter one quilt each in the biennial show.

Please support
the
raffle quilt
Like our quilt show, the raffle quilt is a
fundraiser for our Guild, enabling us to
fund the delightful programs we learn
from and enjoy each month. Let’s all
do our best to sell our tickets!
Thank you!

Barbara

“THE QUILTED SWEATSHIRT CHALLENGE” QBS 2019
Important Dates!
 The February 2019 meeting is the last time to send or give me a picture of the “naked”
sweatshirt to be used in the Challenge.
 The March 2019 meeting is when a show registration form must be turned in for the
sweatshirt (just like registration for a quilt). It does not have to be finished yet!
 The April 2019 meeting closes the Challenge, and the sweatshirt must be finished and
turned in to me at the meeting if you wish it to be judged and eligible for prizes.

NOTE: If you don’t want your sweatshirt to be judged, just to be hung in the show, simply
fill out a show registration form for it and turn it in along with quilts to be hung.

~ Chris Bagley
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Quilters by the Sea Meeting Minutes

December 6, 2018 ~ St. Philomena School, Portsmouth, RI
Program: We enjoyed holiday music, appetizers, wine, each other’s company, and music
by DJ David Bessette.
Strip of the Month: Holiday-themed strips were won by Marilyn King Simoes.
Membership: Door prize was won by Serafina Deasantis.
Show and Tell: A few members had Show and Tell items.
A good time was had by all.
Respectfully submitted,
Veronica Mays

Raffle Baskets
With the holidays over we can breath a little easier and think about the
upcoming Quilt Show. The following baskets need additional items:
 Dog (treats, toys, brush, comb, leash)
 Gardening (plant food, tools)
 Italian Cooking (strainer, utensils, cheese)
 Lottery (tickets or $ for us to purchase tickets)
 Man Cave (cheese, glasses)
The items listed are suggestions only. If members have other ideas,
that is fine, too.

The sign up sheets will be available at our February evening meeting.
Please see Jane Unsworth, Deb Pereira, or Diane Gouveia.
All items need to be in by the March 7, 2019, meeting.

Monthly Drop-In Sew Days:
Middletown Public Library, fourth Thursday (January 24), 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Rogers Free Library (Bristol), third Friday (January 18), 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
New England Quilt Museum, Lowell, MA:
Through Dec. 30: Liberty and Justice: The Satirical Art of Salley Mavor
Through Dec. 30: The Fabric Collage Quilts of Susan Carlson
Through Dec. 30: Journeys in Creativity — Inside the Quilt Artist’s Studio
Jan. 15-Mar. 30: Just for the Fun of It — Favorites from the Pilgrim Roy Collection
Jan. 15-Apr. 27: Guns — Loaded Conversations
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